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1. Introduction
This page is part of Section 3 – External Audit report 2020/21
The following matters have been raised to draw items to the attention of Tow Law Town Council.
These matters came to the attention of Mazars LLP during the review of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Report (AGAR) for the year ended 31 March 2021. This report must be presented
alongside the AGAR to a full meeting of the smaller authority for review.
The review of the annual return may not disclose all shortcomings of the systems as some matters
may not have come to the attention of the auditor. For this reason, the matters raised may not be the
only ones that exist.

Except for the matters reported below on the basis of our review of the annual return, in our
opinion the information in the annual return is in accordance with proper practices and no
other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislative
and regulatory requirements have not been met.
The Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2015 and Coronavirus Regulations 2020 required
that the 2020 period of public rights commenced no later than 1 September 2020. This requirement
was not met but the Council has answered yes to the assertion on public rights in the Annual
Governance Statement. Although the public rights period was correct in 2021 in future the Council
needs to annually put in place arrangements to ensure that it can meet its statutory obligations in
respect of public rights and answers no in the following Annual Governance Statement where this
has not been achieved.
There was no evidence of the Council monitoring actual performance against budget during the
year as required by Proper Practice. However, the Council answered yes to assertion 1 of the
Annual Governance Statement, indicating that financial management was adequate. In future, the
Council should receive budget monitoring reports at least quarterly and minute its consideration.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the smaller
authority:
The Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) was approved by 30 June 2021 but it
was not received for audit by that date, meaning we had to send a reminder. In future, the Council
should ensure that the AGAR and supporting documents are provided by the deadline specified by
the auditor.

No other matters came to our attention.
For and on behalf of Mazars LLP
Date: 27 September 2021
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Limited Assurance Admin Team
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local.councils@mazars.co.uk
Tel: +44 (0) 191 383 6348

Mazars is an internationally integrated partnership,
specialising in audit, accountancy, advisory, tax
and legal services*. Operating in over 90 countries
and territories around the world, we draw on the
expertise of 40,400 professionals – 24,400 in
Mazars’ integrated partnership and 16,000 via the
Mazars North America Alliance – to assist clients of
all sizes at every stage in their development.
*where permitted under applicable country laws.

www.mazars.com
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